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(57) ABSTRACT

A vehicle is provided in which, when an estimated driving
time for a destination set by a user exceeds a predetermined
time, a stop at which the user can take a break when the
predetermined time elapses after driving starts is searched
for, and information on the stop is provided so that the user
may be prompted to take a break during long-term driving.
The vehicle includes an input unit for receiving information
on destination setting from a user, a controller for generating
a driving path from a departure position to the set destination
and search for a stop candidate that is located on the driving
path or a location adjacent to the driving path when an
estimated driving time for the driving path is a predeter-
mined first reference time or more, and a display unit
configured to display a guide popup related to the searched
stop candidate.
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VEHICLE AND METHOD OF
CONTROLLING THE SAME

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATION

This application claims the benefit of Korean Patent
Application No. P2013-0135530, filed on Nov. 8, 2013 in
the Korean Intellectual Property Office, the disclosure of
which is incorporated herein by reference.

TECHNICAL FIELD

The present invention relates to a vehicle that prompts a
driver to take a break to prevent long-term driving and a
method of controlling the same.

BACKGROUND

When a driver drives for a long time, the driver’s con-
centration may decrease and the driver is likely to be drowsy
while driving. According to a research result, an accident
rate due to drowsy driving in long-term driving is 3 times
higher than that of drunk driving, and a mortality of acci-
dents due to drowsy driving is 4.5 times higher than that of
general accidents, and 2.5 times higher than that of drink-
driving.

Long-term driving without the driver taking a break acts
as an important factor interfering with safe driving. For this
reason, some countries impose fines when vehicles are
driven for a specific time or more.

Accordingly, development of technology for effectively
preventing driver’s from performing long-term driving is
necessary.

SUMMARY

A vehicle is provided in which, when an estimated driving
time for a destination set by a user exceeds a predetermined
time, a stop at which the user can take a break when the
predetermined time elapses after driving starts is searched
for, and information on the stop is provided to the user so
that he or she may be prompted to take a break during
long-term driving, and a method of controlling the same.

According to an aspect of the present invention, A vehicle
includes an input unit configured to receive information on
destination setting from a user, a controller configured to
generate a driving path from a departure position to the set
destination and search for at least one stop candidate that is
located on the driving path or a location adjacent to the
driving path when an estimated driving time for the driving
path is a predetermined first reference time or more, and a
display unit configured to display a guide popup related to
the searched stop candidate.

The controller is configured to search for the stop candi-
date within a predetermined reference radius based on a
location in which the vehicle will be stopped/positioned
after a predetermined second reference time elapses from a
departure time.

The controller is configured to search for the stop candi-
date by reflecting the user’s destination setting history or the
user’s preference based on stop setting history.

The vehicle is configured to further include a traffic
information receiving unit configured to receive traffic infor-
mation, wherein the controller may reflect the received
traffic information, generate the driving path, and calculate
the estimated driving time.
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The guide popup is configured to include a button for the
user to select a stop.

The button for selecting the stop is configured to include
at least one of a button for selecting the searched stop
candidate, a button for selecting not to stop, and a button for
selecting another stop candidate instead of the searched stop
candidate.

When there is a plurality of searched stop candidates, the
guide popup may include a button for selecting at least one
of the plurality of stop candidates.

The controller is configured to set a stop candidate
selected by the user as the stop and guide the vehicle to pass
the set stop.

When a new driving path is generated while the vehicle
drives, the controller is configured to search for at least one
stop candidate that is located on the new driving path or a
location adjacent to the new driving path.

When the user selects another stop candidate, the display
unit may display a guide popup including a list of other stop
candidates.

When the user selects another stop candidate, the display
unit may display a map of an area including a location in
which the vehicle will be positioned after the second refer-
ence time elapses from the departure time, and a position of
another stop candidate on the map.

The input unit may receive selection of another stop
candidate from the user.

When the user selects not to stop, the display unit may
display a guide popup for taking a break after the second
reference time elapses from the departure time.

The guide popup may include a message indicating that
the second reference time has elapsed from the departure
time.

The display unit may display a timer indicating a driving
time in a part of a path guide screen for guiding the driving
path.

The stop candidate may include a location in which the
user can take a break while driving.

According to another aspect of the present invention, a
method of controlling a vehicle is provided. The method
includes receiving information about destination setting
from a user, generating a driving path from a departure
position to the set destination, searching for at least one stop
candidate that is located on the driving path or a location
adjacent to the driving path when an estimated driving time
for the driving path is a predetermined first reference time or
more, and displaying a guide popup related to the searched
stop candidate.

The searching for the at least one stop candidate may
include searching for the stop candidate within a predeter-
mined reference radius based on a location in which the
vehicle will be positioned after a predetermined second
reference time elapses from a departure time.

The searching for the at least one stop candidate may
include searching for the stop candidate by reflecting the
user’s destination setting history or the user’s preference
based on stop setting history.

The method may further include receiving traffic infor-
mation, wherein the searching for the at least one stop
candidate may include reflecting the received traffic infor-
mation, generating the driving path, and calculating the
estimated driving time.

The guide popup may include a button for the user to
select the searched stop candidate.

The button for selecting the stop may include at least one
of a button for selecting the searched stop candidate, a
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button for selecting not to stop, and a button for selecting
another stop candidate instead of the searched stop candi-
date.

When there is a plurality of searched stop candidates, the
button for selecting the stop may include a button for
selecting at least one of the plurality of stop candidates.

When the stop candidate selected by the user is set as the
stop and the second reference time elapses from the depar-
ture time, the vehicle may be guided to the set stop.

The method may further include searching for at least one
stop candidate that is located on the new driving path or a
location adjacent to the new path when the new driving path
is generated while the vehicle drives.

The method may further include displaying a guide popup
including a list of other stop candidates when the user selects
another stop candidate.

The method may further include displaying a map of an
area including a location in which the vehicle will be
positioned after the second reference time elapses from the
departure time, and a position of another stop candidate on
the map when the user selects another stop candidate.

The method may further include the user selecting another
stop candidate.

The method may further include displaying a guide popup
for taking a break after the second reference time elapses
from the departure time when the user selects not to stop.

The guide popup may include a message indicating that
the second reference time has elapsed from the departure
time.

The method may further include displaying a timer indi-
cating a driving time in a part of a path guide screen for
guiding the generated driving path.

The method may further include setting the stop candidate
set by the user as the stop, generating a new driving path in
which the vehicles reaches the destination via the set stop
when the set stop is not positioned in the driving path, and
guiding the vehicle to the new driving path.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

These and/or other aspects of the invention will become
apparent and more readily appreciated from the following
description of the embodiment, taken in conjunction with
the accompanying drawings of which:

FIG. 1 is a diagram illustrating an appearance of a vehicle
according to an embodiment of the present invention;

FIG. 2 is a control block diagram of the vehicle according
to the embodiment of the present invention;

FIG. 3 is a diagram illustrating an internal configuration
of the vehicle according to the embodiment of the present
invention, wherein an input unit and a display unit are
provided in the vehicle;

FIG. 4 is a diagram illustrating a configuration of a head
up display (HUD) according to an embodiment of a display
unit;

FIGS. 5 to 8 are diagrams illustrating exemplary guide
popups displayed on the display unit;

FIG. 9 is a control block diagram of a vehicle according
to an embodiment of the present invention, wherein a traffic
information receiving unit is further included in the vehicle;

FIGS. 10 and 11 are diagrams illustrating a guide popup
that can be displayed on a display unit after a second
reference time elapses from a departure time;

FIG. 12 is a diagram illustrating an audio video navigation
(AVN) display on which a timer is displayed on a map for
guiding a driving path;
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FIGS. 13 and 14 are diagrams illustrating an exemplary
guide popup displayed on a cluster display;

FIGS. 15 and 16 are diagrams illustrating an exemplary
guide popup displayed on the HUD;

FIG. 17 is a flowchart illustrating a method of controlling
a vehicle according to an embodiment of the present inven-
tion; and

FIG. 18 is a flowchart illustrating a method of controlling
a vehicle after user selection in the method of controlling a
vehicle according to an embodiment of the present inven-
tion.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

Hereinafter, a vehicle and a method of controlling the
same according to embodiment of the present invention will
be described in detail with reference to the accompanying
drawings.

FIG. 1 is a diagram illustrating an appearance of a vehicle
according to an embodiment of the present invention.

As illustrated in FIG. 1, a vehicle 100 according to an
embodiment of the present invention includes a main body
1 forming an appearance of the vehicle 100, wheels 51 and
52 moving the vehicle 100, a driving unit 60 rotating the
wheels 51 and 52, doors 71 and 72 (refer to FIG. 4) shielding
an inside of the vehicle 100 from the outside, a front glass
30 providing a field of view in front of the vehicle 100 to a
driver in the vehicle 100, and side mirrors 81 and 82
providing a field of view areas behind and on the sides of the
vehicle 100 to the driver.

The wheels 51 and 52 include the front wheels 51
provided in the front of the vehicle and the rear wheels 52
in the rear of the vehicle. The driving unit 60 provides rotary
power to the front wheels 51 enabling the main body 1 to
move forward or backward. Alternatively, the driving unit
60 provides rotary power to the rear wheels 52. The driving
unit 60 may include an engine configured to combust fossil
fuels and generate rotary power or a motor configured to
receive power from a condenser (not illustrated) and gen-
erate rotary power.

The doors 71 and 72 are pivotally provided on left and
right sides of the main body 1. When the doors are opened,
the driver may enter the vehicle 100. When the doors are
closed, the doors shield the inside of the vehicle 100 from
the outside.

The front glass 30 is provided in the upper front of the
main body 1 and enables the driver in the vehicle 100 to
obtain visual information from in front of the vehicle 100,
and is also called a windshield glass.

Also, the side mirrors 81 and 82 include the left side
mirror 81 provided on the left side of the main body 1 and
the right side mirror 82 provided on the right side thereof.
These allow the driver in the vehicle 100 to obtain visual
information from beside and behind the vehicle 100.

The vehicle 100 may further include a detecting device
such as a proximity sensor configured to detect a rear
obstacle or other vehicles, and a rain sensor configured to
detect rainfall and precipitation.

For example, the proximity sensor transmits a detection
signal to a side or a rear of the vehicle and receives a
reflection signal reflected from an obstacle such as another
vehicle. In addition, the obstacle at the rear of the vehicle
100 may be detected and a location of the obstacle may be
detected based on a waveform of the received reflection
signal. Such a proximity sensor is configured to use a
method in which an ultrasound is transmitted and a distance
to the obstacle is detected using an ultrasound reflected from
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the obstacle. FIG. 2 is a control block diagram of the vehicle
according to the embodiment of the present invention.

As illustrated in FIG. 2, the vehicle 100 includes an input
unit 110 configured to receive information on destination
setting from a user, a Global Positioning System (GPS)
receiving unit 120 configured to receive position informa-
tion of the vehicle 100 from GPS satellites, a controller 130
configured to search for at least one stop candidate that is
located on a driving path from a departure position to a
destination or a location adjacent to the driving path when an
estimated driving time from the departure position to the
destination is a predetermined first reference time or more,
a storage unit 140 configured to store map data, and a display
unit 150 configured to display a guide popup related to the
searched stop candidate.

The controller 130 generates a driving path from the
departure position to the destination using the map data
stored in the storage unit 140, and stores the generated
driving path in the storage unit 140. The departure position
may be a current position of the vehicle 100 received from
the GPS receiving unit 120 or a position that is separately set
by a user. The controller 130 calculates an estimated driving
time for the driving path, and compares the estimated
driving time with the predetermined first reference time. The
first reference time is a time serving as a reference used to
determine when the driver’s continuous driving interferes
with safe driving, and may be set by a designer, or set or
changed by the user. In addition, when a regulation on
long-term driving is set, it is possible to set the first reference
time by following the regulation. Hereinafter, in the follow-
ing embodiment, the first reference time is set to 4 hours.

When the estimated driving time is the first reference time
or more, the controller 130 searches for a stop candidate at
which to take a break along the way. The stop candidate may
be positioned on the driving path or a location adjacent to the
driving path. The stop candidate may include any place in
which the user stops or parks the vehicle and takes a break,
for example, a rest area, a parking lot, a restaurant, a café,
a gas station, a park, and a mart.

Specifically, the controller 130 may search for the stop
candidate based on a location in which the vehicle is
expected to be positioned after a predetermined second
reference time elapses from the departure time. The stop
candidate may be searched for within a predetermined
reference radius based on the location in which the vehicle
is expected to be positioned after the second reference time
elapses.

The stop candidate is searched for within the reference
radius so that a driving time is prevented from being
excessively increased due to excessive deviation from the
driving path in order to pass the stop candidate. Therefore,
the reference radius may be appropriately set within a range
in which the driving time is not excessively increased. For
example, the reference radius may be set in a range of 1 km
to 10 km. When the reference radius is set, an absolute
distance and a path for reaching the stop candidate may be
considered. Further, traffic information may also be
reflected. An embodiment reflecting the traffic information
will be described in detail below.

When the vehicle 100 deviates from a path while running,
the controller 130 may generate a new driving path accord-
ing to the path deviation. When the driving path is newly
generated, an expected location after the second reference
time elapses from the departure time may be the same or
may be changed. When the expected location after the
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second reference time elapses is changed, the controller 130
may search for the stop candidate again based on the
changed location.

In addition, according to traffic conditions of the driving
path, the location in which the vehicle is expected to be
positioned after the second reference time elapses from the
departure time may be changed. Therefore, the controller
130 determines whether a current location and an expected
location are different after the second reference time elapses
from the departure time or a predetermined time there
before. When there is a difference, the stop candidate is
searched for again based on the current location of the
vehicle.

When the stop candidate is searched for, the controller
130 is also configured to reflect the user’s preference. For
example, the storage unit 140 stores the user’s destination
setting history or stop selection history, and the controller
130 may analyze the user’s preference based on the stored
destination setting history or stop selection history. For
example, when the user most frequently sets a café (i.e.
coffee shop/bar) as the destination or the stop during a
predetermined period, it is determined that the user has high
preference for café s and a café may be searched for as the
stop.

The second reference time may be set in consideration of
a time at which a break is necessary for safe driving along
the way. For example, the second reference time may be set
based on the first reference time. For example, since it is
determined that safe driving will be interfered when the user
continuously drives for 4 hours or more, when the first
reference time is set to 4 hours, the second reference time
may be set to 2 hours, as a mid-point thereof. However, in
the embodiment of the present invention, the second refer-
ence time is not limited. Any determinable time at which a
break is necessary for safe driving may be set as the second
reference time without limitation to the above example.

Meanwhile, when it is determined that two or more breaks
are necessary along the way since the estimated driving time
is long, it is possible to pass stops twice or more. As a
specific example, when the first reference time is set to 4
hours and the second reference time is set to 2 hours, if the
estimated driving time is 10 hours, the driver needs to take
a break at a time after 2 hours elapse from departure, and
drive again for 8 hours. Therefore, the controller 130 may
also set two or more stops according to the estimated driving
time.

Specifically, the controller 130 determines whether the
estimated driving time is a third reference time or more.
When the estimated driving time is the third reference time
or more, it is possible to search for a second stop candidate
when the destination is set or after a first break. The third
reference time may be set by the designer or the user in
consideration of the first reference time and the second
reference time, or may also be set by the controller 130
itself.

When it is possible to predict a break time at a first stop,
the second stop candidate may be searched for when the
destination is set, based on the departure time, the second
reference time, and the break time. For example, the second
stop candidate may be searched for based on a location in
which the vehicle is expected to be positioned at a time after
the second reference time+the break time+the second refer-
ence time elapses from the departure time. A method of
searching for the second stop candidate is the same as that
of the first stop candidate.

When it is difficult to predict a break time at a first stop
candidate, the second stop candidate may be searched for
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after the break at the first stop. For example, when the
vehicle 100 is turned off and turned on again after the second
reference time elapses, or when the vehicle 100 does not
move for a predetermined time or more and moves again
after the second reference time elapses, the second stop
candidate may be searched for based on a location in which
the vehicle is expected to be positioned after the second
reference time elapses from the time in which the vehicle is
turned on again or moves again.

The controller 130 controls such that the display unit 150
displays a guide popup including information on the
searched stop candidate. Therefore, the user may select
whether the stop is passed or may select the stop. Herein-
after, an embodiment of displaying the guide popup and user
selection will be described in detail.

FIG. 3 is a diagram illustrating an internal configuration
of the vehicle according to the embodiment of the present
invention, wherein an input unit and a display unit are
provided in the vehicle. FIG. 4 is a diagram illustrating a
configuration of a head up display (HUD) according to an
embodiment of a display unit.

As illustrated in FIG. 3, the vehicle 100 may include an
audio video navigation (AVN) display 151 and a cluster
display 152 as a display device for user convenience.

The AVN display 151 is provided in a center fascia 11 of
a dashboard 10 in the front of the vehicle 100 such that the
user may see or manipulate a displayed image while driving,
and may display a screen related to an audio function, a
screen related to a video function or a screen related to a
navigation function. The center fascia 11 refers to a center
area of the dashboard 10 in which a control panel board
between a driver seat 21 and a passenger seat 22 is posi-
tioned.

In addition, although not illustrated, the vehicle 100
includes a speaker capable of outputting a sound, and may
output a sound along with the image when the audio
function, the video function and the navigation function are
performed.

The AVN display 151 may be implemented by a liquid
crystal display (LCD), a light emitting diode (LED), a
plasma display panel (PDP), an organic light emitting diode
(OLED), a cathode ray tube (CRT), and the like.

The cluster display 152 displays information on the
vehicle 100, in particular, information on driving of the
vehicle 100. The cluster display 152 may be provided in an
area facing a steering wheel 12 out of an area of the
dashboard 10 such that the user may check information on
the vehicle without his or her field of view excessively
deviating from the front of the vehicle while driving. Exem-
plary displayed information includes driving information
indicating a driving range based on a residual fuel amount,
a driving distance from a reset location, and the like,
navigation information, audio information, and the like.

A speed gauge 172¢ indicating a speed of the vehicle and
a rotation per minute (RPM) gauge 1724 indicating RPM of
the motor are displayed together in an area adjacent to the
cluster display 152 such that the user may check information
on the vehicle at a glance.

The cluster display 152 may also be implemented by an
LCD, an LED, a PDP, an OLED, a CRT, and the like.

An HUD 153 displays information through the front glass
30 such that the user may check necessary information while
maintaining a forward gaze while driving. As illustrated in
FIG. 3, since information on the vehicle is displayed through
a display area 31 of the front glass 30, the user may check
information displayed through the display area 31 while
mostly maintaining a forward gaze while driving.
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As illustrated in FIGS. 3 and 4, the HUD 153 may be
provided in the front of the vehicle 100 and a reflecting plate
15 may be provided in front of the HUD 153. When the
HUD 153 outputs an image forward, the output image is
reflected at the reflecting plate 15 and is projected onto the
front glass 30.

The projected image is reflected at the front glass 30 and
delivered to eyes of a driver 5. As illustrated in FIG. 3, the
driver 5 may see the image through the display area 31 of the
front glass 30, but the image delivered to eyes of the driver
5 is actually a virtual image 31a formed outside the front
glass 30.

However, configurations of the HUD 153 and the reflect-
ing plate 15 illustrated in FIG. 4 are only examples of the
present invention. A plurality of reflecting plates 15 may be
provided, no reflecting plate 15 may be provided, or an
additional diffractive element may be provided.

The display unit 150 may include at least one of the AVN
display 151, the cluster display 152 and the HUD 153
described with reference to FIGS. 3 and 4. That is, the
controller 130 may display a guide popup for guiding
information on the stop on at least one of the AVN display
151, the cluster display 152, and the HUD 153.

For example, when the display unit 150 includes the AVN
display 151, the cluster display 152 and the HUD 153, the
guide popup may be selectively displayed on one of the AVN
display 151, the cluster display 152 and the HUD 153
depending on types of the guide popup. Details thereof will
be described below.

The vehicle 100 may include the input unit 110 configured
to receive a command for controlling the vehicle 100 from
the user. As illustrated in FIG. 3, the input unit 110 may
include at least one of a first input unit 111, a second input
unit 112 and a third input unit 113.

The first input unit 111 may be provided in an area
adjacent to the AVN display 151 and in the form of a hard
key. When the AVN display 151 is implemented in the form
of a touch screen, the first input unit 111 may be provided in
a part of the AVN display 151 in the form of a soft key.

The second input unit 112 is provided in a part of the
steering wheel 12 in the form of the hard key such that the
driver may manipulate the input unit while grasping the
steering wheel 12. Alternatively, the second input unit 112
may be provided behind the steering wheel 12 and in the
form of a lever such that the user may input a command
through manipulation such as pulling the lever forward,
pushing the lever backward, raising the lever, or lowering
the lever.

The third input unit 113 may be a jog shuttle or a joystick
provided in a center console 40 located between the driver
seat 21 and the passenger seat 22. The center console 40
refers to a part in which a gear lever 41 and a tray 42 for
accommodating goods are formed. When the third input unit
113 is implemented by the jog shuttle, the user may input a
command through manipulation such as pulling or pushing
the jog shuttle forward or backward and to the left or right
or rotating the jog shuttle.

Specifically, the first input unit 111 may receive a com-
mand related to the audio function, the video function or the
navigation function from the user. The user may manipulate
the first input unit 111 to turn the audio, the video or the
navigation on and off. When the audio is turned on, the user
may manipulate the first input unit 111 to select a radio
channel or a music file. When the video is turned on, the user
may manipulate the first input unit 111 to select a digital
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multimedia broadcasting (DMB) channel, or load or repro-
duce a file stored in a digital video disk (DVD) or a universal
serial bus (USB).

In addition, when the navigation is turned on, the user
may manipulate the first input unit 111 to input information
on destination setting, or input information on selecting
whether the stop is passed or setting the stop as will be
described below. Inputting information on destination set-
ting may include, inputting a destination name, a destination
address, or a destination phone number, selecting a recent
destination, or selecting a destination registered as a favor-
ite. A method of inputting information on destination setting
is not limited thereto, and other input methods may also be
applied.

The second input unit 112 may receive a command related
to information to be displayed on the cluster display 152 or
the HUD 153 from the user. For example, the second input
unit 112 may receive a command related to whether driving
information, audio information, or navigation information of
the vehicle to be displayed on the cluster display 152 or the
HUD 153.

In addition, the second input unit 112 may perform a
function that partially overlaps a function of the first input
unit 111. When the audio is turned on, the user may
manipulate the second input unit 112 to select a radio
channel or a music file. When the video is turned on, the user
may manipulate the second input unit 112 to select a DMB
channel, or load or reproduce a file stored in a DVD or a
USB.

In addition, when the navigation is turned on, the user
may manipulate the second input unit 112 to input informa-
tion on destination setting, or select whether the stop is
passed or set the stop as will be described below.

The third input unit 113 may perform at least one of
functions of the first input unit 111 and the second input unit
112 described above.

The input unit 110 of the vehicle 100 according to the
embodiment of the present invention may include one, two,
or all of the first input unit 111, the second input unit 112 and
the third input unit 113. Accordingly, the input unit 110 in
the embodiment to be described refers to any of the first
input unit 111, the second input unit 112, and the third input
unit 113.

FIGS. 5 to 8 are diagrams illustrating exemplary guide
popups displayed on the display unit.

As described above, when the user inputs information on
destination setting through the input unit 110, the controller
130 generates a driving path from a departure position/
location to a destination, calculates the estimated driving
time for the driving path, compares it with the first reference
time, and searches for a stop candidate.

The guide popup including information on the searched
stop candidate is displayed on the display unit 150. In the
present embodiment, the guide popup is displayed on the
AVN display 151 out of the display unit 150 described
above, and the second reference time is set to a predeter-
mined period, such as 2 hours for example.

As illustrated in FIG. 5, in one exemplary embodiment,
the AVN display 151 displays a phrase 151a-4 for checking
whether the user takes a break in the stop candidate (A Mart
in this example) searched for break at a 2-hour location, and
a guide popup 151a including a Yes button 151a-1, a No
button 1514-2, and another stop designation button 151a-3
for receiving the user’s selection.

The Yes button 151a-1 is a button for selecting the
searched stop candidate. The No button 1514-2 is a button
for selecting not to stop, that is, to pass the stop candidate.
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The other stop designation button 1514-3 is a button for
selecting another stop candidate as the stop instead of the
searched stop candidate.

The user may select one of the Yes button 151a-1, the No
button 1514-2 and the other stop designation button 151a-3.
When the input unit 110 is implemented in the form of a
touch screen, selection may be performed by touching a
desired corresponding button. When the input unit 110 is
implemented in the form of a hard key or a jog shuttle,
selection may be performed by manipulating the hard key or
the jog shuttle.

Meanwhile, when a plurality of stop candidates are
searched for within the reference radius, only one stop
candidate may be displayed on the AVN display 151 by
reflecting the user’s preference or selecting any one. How-
ever, as illustrated in FIGS. 6 and 7, buttons 151a-5, 151a-6,
151a-7, and 151a-8 may be displayed so that the user may
directly select one out of the plurality of stop candidates.

A difference between the guide popup 151a illustrated in
FIG. 6 and the guide popup 151a illustrated in FIG. 7 is that
selecting the stop candidate is performed in one step accord-
ing to the guide popup 151¢ illustrated in FIG. 6, and
selecting the stop candidate is performed in two steps
according to the guide popup 151a illustrated in FIG. 7 such
that, when the user selects the Yes button 1514a-1, the guide
popup 151a for selecting the stop candidate is displayed
again.

When the user selects the Yes button 151a-1 in the guide
popup 151a illustrated in FIG. 5 or the user selects the stop
candidate (A Mart in this example) in the guide popup 151a
illustrated in FIGS. 6 and 7, the controller 130 guides the
vehicle 100 to A Mart when the second reference time
elapses from the departure time.

Specifically, the controller 130 sets the stop candidate
selected by the user as the stop, and guides the vehicle 100
to reach the destination via the set stop. When the set stop
is located on the driving path, the controller 130 guides the
vehicle 100 along the driving path. When the vehicle reaches
the set stop candidate, arrival at the stop is notified of. When
the set stop candidate is not located on the driving path, the
controller 130 may generate a new driving path that can pass
the set stop candidate and guide the vehicle 100 to the newly
generated driving path.

Guiding along the driving path is performed such that an
icon indicating a current position of the vehicle 100 and a
driving path line indicating the driving path to the stop
candidate are overlaid and displayed on the map displayed
on the AVN display 151, and a voice guide is output through
the speaker.

When the user selects the No button 151a-2, the controller
130 does not automatically guide the vehicle 100 to A Mart
even when the second reference time elapses from the
departure time. As will be described below, when the second
reference time elapses, a current driving time may be
announced or a guide for taking a break may be performed
once again.

When the user selects the other stop designation button
151a-3, the AVN display 151 displays a screen which
enables the user to select another stop candidate. For
example, as illustrated in FIG. 8, in addition to a map of an
area including a location in which the vehicle is expected to
be positioned after the second reference time elapses,
another stop candidate may be overlaid and displayed on a
position on a map corresponding thereto.

The user may select another stop candidate displayed on
the AVN display 151. When the user’s selection is input, the
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controller 130 sets the selected stop candidate as the stop,
and guides the vehicle 100 to the set stop when the second
reference time elapses.

In addition, when the user selects another stop candidate,
other stop candidates may be displayed in the form of a list
as in the guide popup 151a illustrated on the bottom of FIG.
7. On the other hand, when the user selects the Yes button
151a-1 in the guide popup 151a illustrated on the top of FIG.
7, other stop candidates may be displayed in the form of a
map as illustrated in FIG. 8.

FIG. 9 is a control block diagram of a vehicle according
to an embodiment of the present invention, wherein a traffic
information receiving unit is further included in the vehicle.

As illustrated in FIG. 9, the vehicle 100 may further
include a traffic information receiving unit 160 configured to
receive traffic information from the outside. As an example,
the traffic information receiving unit 160 may receive Trans-
port Protocol Experts Group (TPEG) data. The TPEG data
includes real-time traffic information transmitted through
DMB broadcasting frequencies and may also include travel
information or point of interest (POI) information.

As another example, the traffic information receiving unit
160 may receive traffic information from a server providing
traffic information via a mobile communication network. In
this case, the traffic information receiving unit 160 may
include a radio frequency (RF) communication module or a
Wi-Fi module.

When the driving path from a departure position to a
destination is generated, the controller 130 may reflect the
traffic information received by the traffic information receiv-
ing unit 160. That is, the driving path having the smallest
estimated driving time may be generated by reflecting the
traffic information. In addition, when the estimated driving
time is calculated, the traffic information may also be
reflected.

Since the traffic information receiving unit 160 may
receive the real-time traffic information, the controller 130 is
configured to reflect the traffic information in real time
during driving and generate the driving path again. When the
driving path is changed, the controller 130 is configured to
search for the stop candidate again based on a location in
which the vehicle is expected to be positioned after the
second reference time elapses from the departure time, and
to display a guide popup 151a related to the re-searched stop
candidate on the display unit 150.

In addition, the controller 130 is configured to reflect the
traffic information when the stop candidate is searched for.
When the stop candidate is searched for at the time of
destination setting, the traffic information may be reflected.
Even when the vehicle 100 drives, the traffic information
may be reflected at predetermined times or predetermined
intervals to re-search for the stop candidate.

FIGS. 10 and 11 are diagrams illustrating a guide popup
that can be displayed on a display unit after a second
reference time elapses from a departure time.

In the above example, when the destination is set, infor-
mation about the stop candidate is provided to the user to
select whether the stop candidate is passed. In another
example, no guide popup may be displayed when the
destination is set, and the guide popup may be displayed
after the second reference time elapses.

When it is assumed that the second reference time is set
to a predetermined period of time, such as 2 hours for
example, if the second reference time eclapses from the
departure time, a current driving time guide and a guide
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popup 1515 for checking stops again may be displayed on
the display unit 150. In this example, the display unit 150 is
the AVN display 151.

The guide popup 1515 displays a phrase 1515 for check-
ing whether the user takes a break at the neighboring stop (F
Mart in this example) because the user has driven for 2 hours
or more, and the guide popup 15156 including a Yes button
1515-1, a No button 1515-2, and an other stop designation
button 1515-3 for receiving the user’s selection. Functions
of each button are the same as those of the Yes button
151a-1, the No button 151a-2, and the other stop designation
button 151a-3 illustrated in FIG. 5.

F Mart may be a stop searched for when the destination
is set, or a newly searched stop after the second reference
time elapses.

The user may select one of the Yes button 1515-1, the No
button 1515-2 and the other stop designation button 1515-3.
When the user selects the Yes button 1515-1, the controller
130 guides the vehicle 100 directly to F Mart. When the user
selects the No button 1515-2, the controller 130 continues to
guide the vehicle to the destination.

When the user selects the other stop designation button
1515-3, the map including the stop candidate is displayed on
the AVN display 151 such that the user may select a desired
stop candidate as described in FIG. 8. Alternatively, other
stop candidates may be displayed in the form of a list.

As another example, as illustrated in FIG. 11, a phrase
151¢-4 for checking whether the user takes a break because
the user has currently driven for 2 hours or more, and a guide
popup 151¢ including an OK button 151¢-1 and a neigh-
boring stop guide button 151¢-2 may be displayed.

When the user selects the OK button 151¢-1, the guide
popup 151¢ disappears, and the user selects whether the stop
candidate is to be passed or selects the stop candidate. When
the user selects the neighboring stop guide button 151¢-2, a
guide popup including a stop candidate list may be displayed
as illustrated on the bottom of FIG. 7, or a map including a
position of the stop candidate may be displayed as illustrated
in FIG. 8.

As illustrated in FIG. 6, the stop candidate list and the No
button may also be included in one guide popup 151.

Meanwhile, even when the guide popup 151a is displayed
at the time of destination setting as illustrated in FIGS. 5 to
7 and the user selects the No button 151a-2, the driver may
get tired and feel that a stop is necessary after long-term
driving. Therefore, even when the user selects the No button
151a-2 at the time of destination setting, the guide popup
151a may be displayed after the second reference time
elapses as illustrated in FIG. 10 or 11 such that the user may
be guided to the stop.

FIG. 12 is a diagram illustrating an AVN display on which
a timer is displayed on a map for showing a driving path.

When the vehicle 100 begins to run, the AVN display 151
displays a driving path guide screen for guiding the vehicle
100 to the destination according to the driving path gener-
ated by the controller 130. As illustrated in FIG. 12, in the
driving path guide screen, the driving path and a current
position of the vehicle 100 may be overlaid and displayed on
amap of a predetermined area including the current position.

In addition, the controller 130 may display a timer 151d
indicating a driving time in a part of the driving path guide
screen. As a specific example, the timer 1514 may be
displayed on the AVN display 151 when the second refer-
ence time elapses from the departure time, and the user may
be informed that he or she has currently driven for the
second reference time. At this time, a notification sound may
also be output through the speaker.
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Alternatively, the timer 1514 may be displayed on the
AVN display 151 when driving starts so that the user may be
informed of elapse of the driving time. When the second
reference time elapses, vibration of the timer 1514 may be
visually displayed or the notification sound may be output
through the speaker.

Meanwhile, in the embodiments described above, the
phrase and the buttons included in the guide popups 151a,
1515, and 151c¢ were described using detailed examples
illustrated in FIGS. 5 to 8 and 10 to 12. However, these are
only examples that can be applied to the embodiment of the
present invention. Therefore, a configuration such as
detailed phrases or buttons included in the guide popup 151
has no limitation, as long as functions of each guide popup
such as checking stops, selecting the stop, providing a
current driving time, or the like can be performed.

FIGS. 13 and 14 are diagrams illustrating an exemplary
guide popup displayed on a cluster display.

As illustrated in FIGS. 13 and 14, when the second
reference time elapses from the departure time, the control-
ler 130 may display a guide popup 152a for directly or
indirectly indicating necessity of a break on the cluster
display 152. As described above, the user may check the
cluster display 152 without a field of view excessively
deviating from the front of the vehicle. Therefore, when the
guide popup 152a is displayed on the cluster display 152, the
user may easily check content included in the guide popup
152a.

The content displayed on the guide popup 152¢ may
include a phrase or a symbol for directly indicating that a
break is currently necessary as illustrated in FIG. 13. The
content may include a phrase in which a driving time up to
now is provided to indirectly indicate necessity of a break as
illustrated in FIG. 14. The content displayed on the guide
popup 152a has no limitation, as long as the content can
prompt the user to take a break.

FIGS. 15 and 16 are diagrams illustrating an exemplary
guide popup displayed on the HUD.

When the second reference time elapses from the depar-
ture time, the controller 130 may display a guide popup 153
for directly or indirectly indicating that a break is necessary
on the HUD 153. The guide popup 153 displayed on the
HUD 153 is displayed through the display area 31 of the
front glass 30 as illustrated in FIGS. 15 and 16.

As described above, since the user may check the HUD
153 while maintaining a forward gaze, when the guide
popup 153a is displayed on the HUD 153, the user may
check the content included in the guide popup 153a more
securely.

The content displayed on the guide popup 153a may be a
phrase or a symbol for directly indicating that a break is
currently necessary as illustrated in FIG. 15. The content
may include a phrase in which a driving time up to now is
provided to indirectly indicate necessity of a break as
illustrated in FIG. 16. The content displayed on a guide
popup 1564 has no limitation, as long as the content can
prompt the user to take a break.

Meanwhile, the guide popup illustrated in FIGS. 13 to 16
may be displayed when the user selects whether the stop is
passed at the time of destination setting or selects not to stop.

In addition, the guide popup indicating necessity of a
break is displayed on the cluster display 152 or the HUD 153
in FIGS. 13 to 16, but may be displayed on the AVN display
151.

Hereinafter, a method of controlling a vehicle according
to an embodiment of the present invention will be described.
In the method of controlling a vehicle according to an
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embodiment of the present invention, the vehicle 100
according to the above embodiment may be applied.
Accordingly, the drawings related to the embodiment of the
vehicle 100 may also be applied to the method of controlling
a vehicle according to the embodiment of the present
invention.

FIG. 17 is a flowchart illustrating a method of controlling
a vehicle according to an embodiment of the present inven-
tion.

As illustrated in FIG. 17, information on destination
setting is input by a user, at Step 311, and the driving path
according to the set destination is generated, at Step 312.
The driving path is a path from a departure position to a
destination. The departure position may be a current position
of'the vehicle 100 received from the GPS receiving unit 120
or a position separately set by the user. If the vehicle 100 can
receive traffic information, the received traffic information
may be reflected when the driving path is generated.

An estimated driving time for the generated driving path
is calculated and it is determined whether the estimated
driving time is the first reference time or more, at Step 313.
The first reference time is a time serving as a reference used
to determine when the driver’s continuous driving interferes
with safe driving, and may be set by a designer or set or
changed by the user. In addition, when a regulation on
long-term driving is set, it is possible to set the first reference
time by following the regulation. If the vehicle 100 can
receive the traffic information, the received traffic informa-
tion may be reflected when the estimated driving time is
calculated.

When the estimated driving time is the first reference time
or more, a stop candidate for taking a break after the second
reference time is searched for, at Step 314. Specifically, the
stop candidate is searched for based on a location in which
the vehicle is expected to be positioned after the second
reference time elapses from the departure time. The stop
candidate may be searched for within a predetermined
reference radius based on the location in which the vehicle
is expected to be positioned after the second reference time
elapses. The second reference time may be set in consider-
ation of a time at which a break is necessary for safe driving
along the way.

The stop candidate may be located on the driving path or
a location adjacent to the driving path. The stop candidate
may include any place in which the user stops or parks the
vehicle and takes a break, for example, a rest area, a parking
lot, a restaurant, a café, a gas station, a park, and a mart.

A guide popup related to the searched stop candidate is
displayed, at Step 315. The guide popup includes content in
which the user selects whether he or she stops after the
second reference time, selects whether the searched stop
candidate is set as the stop, or selects another stop candidate.
Since the content related to displaying of the guide popup is
the same as those in FIGS. 5 to 8, description thereof will not
be repeated.

Meanwhile, when it is determined that a break is neces-
sary twice or more along the way since the estimated driving
time is long, passing the stop twice or more is possible.
Specifically, it is determined whether the estimated driving
time is the third reference time or more. When the estimated
driving time is the third reference time or more, the second
stop candidate may be searched for at the time of destination
setting or after a first break.

When a break time at the first stop can be predicted, the
second stop candidate may be searched for at the time of
destination setting based on the departure time, the second
reference time and the break time. For example, the second



US 9,464,911 B2

15

stop candidate may be searched for based on a location in
which the vehicle is expected to be positioned at a time after
the second reference time+the break time+the second refer-
ence time elapses from the departure time. A method of
searching for the stop candidate is the same as that of a first
stop candidate.

When it is difficult to predict a break time at a first stop,
the second stop candidate may be searched for after the
break at the first stop. For example, when the vehicle 100 is
turned off and turned on again after the second reference
time elapses, or when the vehicle 100 does not move for a
predetermined time or more and moves again after the
second reference time elapses, the second stop candidate
may be searched for based on a location in which the vehicle
is expected to be positioned after the second reference time
elapses from the time at which the vehicle is turned on again
or moves again.

FIG. 18 is a flowchart illustrating a method of controlling
a vehicle after user selection, in the method of controlling a
vehicle according to an embodiment of the present inven-
tion.

As illustrated in FIG. 18, since inputting information on
destination setting, at Step 321, to displaying the guide
popup related to the searched stop candidate, at Step 325, are
the same as in FIG. 17, description thereof will not be
repeated.

The guide popup related to the searched stop candidate
may include content for selecting to stop or not to stop at the
searched stop candidate, or designating another stop, or may
include content for selecting one of a plurality of stop
candidates. In this example, the former case will be
described.

When the user accepts (Yes at Step 326), that is, when the
user selects the searched stop candidate as the stop, the
searched stop candidate is set as the stop. When the second
reference time elapses (Yes at Step 327), the vehicle is
guided to the stop, at Step 328. When the user does not
accept (No at Step 326), and selects another stop candidate
as the stop (Yes at Step 329), another selected stop candidate
is set as the stop. When the second reference time elapses,
the vehicle is guided to the set stop, at Step 331.

When the vehicle 100 is guided, if the set stop is not
located on the driving path generated according to the
destination setting, a new driving path in which the set stop
is passed to reach the destination may be generated and the
vehicle 100 may be guided along the path. Therefore, when
the stop is set, the driving path along which the vehicle 100
actually runs may be different from the driving path gener-
ated when the destination is set.

Meanwhile, when the driving path is newly generated due
to deviation from the driving path of the vehicle 100 during
driving, the driving path is newly generated by reflecting
traffic information, or a location in which the vehicle 100
will be positioned after the second reference time elapses
from the departure time is changed because traffic informa-
tion differs from expectation at the time of destination
setting, the stop candidate is searched for again, and the
guide popup related thereto may be displayed again.

When the user does not select another stop (No at Step
329), if the second reference time elapses (Yes at Step 332),
a notification message directly or indirectly indicating
necessity of a break is output, at Step 333. The notification
message may be output in the form of a guide popup, and the
guide popup may be displayed on at least one of the cluster
display 152, the HUD 153 and the AVN display 151.
Description thereof is the same as in FIGS. 13 to 16.
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According to the vehicle and the method of controlling
the same, when the estimated driving time for the destination
set by the user exceeds the predetermined time, the stop at
which the user can take a break when the predetermined time
elapses after driving starts is searched for and information
on the stop is provided to the user so that the user can be
prompted to take a break during long-term driving.

In the vehicle and the method of controlling the same
according to the embodiments of the present invention,
when an estimated driving time for a destination set by the
user exceeds a predetermined time, a stop candidate at which
the user can take a break when the predetermined time
elapses after driving starts is searched for, and information
on the stop is provided to the user so that the user may be
prompted to take a break during long-term driving.

Although a few embodiments of the present invention
have been shown and described, it would be appreciated by
those skilled in the art that changes may be made in these
embodiments without departing from the principles and
spirit of the invention, the scope of which is defined in the
claims and their equivalents.

What is claimed is:

1. A vehicle, comprising:

an input unit configured to receive information on desti-
nation setting from a user;

a controller configured to generate a driving path from a
departure position to the set destination and search for
at least one stop candidate that is located on the driving
path or a location adjacent to the driving path when an
estimated driving time for the driving path is equal to
or greater than a predetermined first reference time; and

a display unit configured to display a guide popup related
to the at least one searched stop candidate,

wherein the controller searches for at least one first stop
candidate based on a departure time and a predeter-
mined second reference time when the estimated driv-
ing time is equal to or greater than a predetermined
third reference time, and searches for at least one
second stop candidate when the vehicle is turned off
and turned on again after the predetermined second
reference time elapses, or when the vehicle does not
move for a predetermined time or more and moves
again after the predetermined second reference time
elapses.

2. The vehicle according to claim 1,

wherein the controller searches for the at least one stop
candidate within a predetermined reference radius
based on a location in which the vehicle will be
positioned after the predetermined second reference
time elapses from the departure time.

3. The vehicle according to claim 2,

wherein the controller searches for the at least one stop
candidate by reflecting a destination setting history of
the user or a preference stop of the user based on stop
setting history.

4. The vehicle according to claim 2, further comprising:

a traffic information receiving unit configured to receive
traffic information,

wherein the controller reflects the received traffic infor-
mation, generates the driving path, and calculates the
estimated driving time.

5. The vehicle according to claim 2,

wherein the guide popup includes a button for the user to
select a stop location.

6. The vehicle according to claim 5,

wherein the button for selecting the stop location includes
at least one of a button for selecting the searched stop
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candidate, a button for selecting not to stop, and a
button for selecting another stop candidate instead of
the searched stop candidate.

7. The vehicle according to claim 5,

wherein, when there is a plurality of searched stop can-
didates, the button for selecting the stop includes a
button for selecting at least one of the plurality of
searched stop candidates.

8. The vehicle according to claim 7,

wherein the controller sets a stop candidate selected by
the user as the stop and guides the vehicle to pass the
set stop.

9. The vehicle according to claim 8,

wherein, when a new driving path is generated while the
vehicle drives, the controller searches for at least an
additional stop candidate that is located on the new
driving path or a location adjacent to the new driving
path.

10. The vehicle according to claim 6,

wherein, when the user selects another stop candidate, the
display unit displays a guide popup including a list of
other stop candidates.

11. The vehicle according to claim 6,

wherein, when the user selects another stop candidate, the
display unit displays a map of an area including a
location in which the vehicle will be positioned after
the predetermined second reference time elapses from
the departure time, and a position of the another stop
candidate on the map.

12. The vehicle according to claim 11,

wherein the input unit receives selection of the another
stop candidate from the user.

13. The vehicle according to claim 5,

wherein, when the user selects not to stop, the display unit
displays a guide popup for taking a break after the
predetermined second reference time elapses from the
departure time.

14. The vehicle according to claim 13,

wherein the guide popup includes a message indicating
that the predetermined second reference time has
elapsed from the departure time.

15. The vehicle according to claim 1,

wherein the display unit displays a timer indicating a
driving time in a part of a path guide screen for guiding
the driving path.
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16. The vehicle according to claim 2,

wherein the stop candidate includes a location in which
the user takes a break while driving.

17. A method of controlling a vehicle, comprising:

receiving information on destination setting from a user;

generating a driving path from a departure position to the
set destination;

searching for at least one stop candidate that is located on
the driving path or a location adjacent to the driving
path when an estimated driving time for the driving
path is equal to or greater than a predetermined first
reference time; and

displaying a guide popup related to the at least one
searched stop candidate,

wherein the searching for at least one stop candidate
comprises:

searching for at least one first stop candidate based on a
departure time and a predetermined second reference
time when the estimated driving time is equal to or
greater than a predetermined third reference time; and

searching for at least one second stop candidate when the
vehicle is turned off and turned on again after the
predetermined second reference time elapses, or when
the vehicle does not move for a predetermined time or
more and moves again after the predetermined second
reference time elapses.

18. The method according to claim 17,

wherein the searching for the at least one stop candidate
includes searching for the stop candidate within a
predetermined reference radius based on a location in
which the vehicle will be positioned after the prede-
termined second reference time elapses from the depar-
ture time.

19. The method according to claim 18,

wherein the searching for the at least one stop candidate
includes searching for the stop candidate by reflecting
a destination setting history of the user or a preference
of the user based on stop setting history.

20. The method according to claim 17, further compris-

40 ing:

searching for at least one stop candidate that is located on
the new driving path or a location adjacent to the new
driving path when a new driving path is generated
while the vehicle drives.
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